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PPS RECORDS FOR 
163 ROCHAMBEAU AVENUE 

PLAT 6, LOT 231 
 

JACOB A. and JEANETTE MEYER HOUSE 
Built 1923-1924 

 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
“A 1-1/2 story, hip-roof bungalow with a prominent hip-roof dormer projecting from the 
front roof slope.  The primary entrance is centered on the façade. … A 1-story, 2-bay, 
hip-roof garage stands to the rear of the lot.” 
  --Summit Historic District National Register Nomination 
 
The house stands on a 5,299 sq.ft. lot on the south side of Rochambeau Avenue, in a 
triangular-shaped block also bounded by Ivy Street on the east and Dana Avenue on 
the south.  
 
HISTORY: 
 
This house was built for Jacob A. Meyer, a contractor, and his wife Jeanette Meyer.  
The Meyers previously lived at 107 Overhill Road, just a few blocks north of 
Rochambeau Avenue.  They bought this property in 1923 from George T. and Rose 
Edwards of East Providence, who had themselves purchased the lot in 1907 when they 
lived in Providence, but they never lived here.  The house may have been under 
construction at the time of the Meyers’ purchase, for their deed mentions “buildings and 
improvements” on the lot, but the building does not appear either in tax records or city 
directories until 1924.  The Meyers, who were the house’s first occupants, lived here 
through 1933; its next owner-occupant, A. Preston Roffee Jr., an accountant, lived here 
at least through 1949.   Roffee sold the house to Peter Verecchia in 1988; he and his 
wife remain the owners today. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:1 
 
From the founding of Providence in 1636 until the late 19th century, the land around 
Rochambeau Avenue was considered “the country.” Although only a few miles removed 
from the center of town, access to and development of this area were hampered by a 
steep hill rising up from North Main Street to Hope Street and by the Great Swamp lying 
east of Hope Street.   For more than 200 years, the primary use for this land was 
farming, and only five public roads traversed this area:  North Main Street, Herrenden’s 
Lane (now Rochambeau Avenue), Horse Pasture or Green Lane (now Camp Street),  
Olney’s Lane  (today’s Olney Street, Sessions Street, and Morris Avenue), and the 
Neck Road to Pawtucket (now in Swan Point Cemetery).  In 1765, all lands north of 
Herrenden’s Lane were set aside as the Town of North Providence; this roadway served 
as the boundary between the two towns until 1874, when a substantial portion of North 

 
1 “Summit Historic District” National Register nomination (2002).  
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Providence was annexed back to Providence.  Known as North Street from 1856-1894, 
it was renamed Rochambeau Avenue in 1895, in recognition of Jean-Baptiste Donatien 
de Vimeur, Comte de Rochambeau, commander of the French forces allied to the 
Americans during the Revolutionary War.  Rochambeau’s troops camped in this area 
(hence, Camp Street) on their way south to the decisive battle at Yorktown in 1781.   
  
By the late 19th century, Providence had grown into a major industrial center with a 
booming population who created a demand for new housing at a time when the city’s 
older neighborhoods had grown overcrowded, noisy, dirty, and undesirable. Once public 
transportation systems made it possible for people to live beyond walking distance of 
their workplaces, the ideal solution to those urban ills was to live in a green, peaceful, 
quiet, healthful suburb of new houses with all the latest conveniences like electricity, 
telephone service, and indoor plumbing. Between 1875 and about 1910, the northeast 
quadrant of Providence became a magnet for middle-class residential development, 
with the extension of streetcar lines along North Main Street, Hope Street, and 
Blackstone Boulevard, and with the introduction of municipal water and sewer lines.   
 
Both in anticipation of and in response to this demand for new housing, new streets and 
about a dozen different residential development plats of varying sizes were created in 
this part of Providence during this era.  Dana Street and Ivy Street were both laid out by 
1895, and in 1903 the Rochambeau Heights Plat created several dozen house lots on 
the south side of Rochambeau Avenue, including on Ivy and Dana Streets.  Housing 
development proceeded fairly rapidly:  Jacob and Jeanette Meyer’s house was among 
the last to be constructed in this block, in 1923-1924.  
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places as a contributing building in the 
Summit Historic District; the district inventory identifies this as the Jacob A. Meyer 
House, 1925, although tax records reveal that the house was actually constructed in 
1924. 
 
Not located in any local historic district designated by the City of Providence. 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plates 7, 8, and 9 show Herrenden’s (also spelled “Hearndon”) Lane (now Rochambeau 
Avenue) as the Town Line; Horse Pasture Lane (also Green Lane) to Herrenden’s Lane  
(Camp Street); and West Lane (also Old Road to Pawtucket, now Morris Avenue).  The 
future site of 163 Rochambeau Avenue, and of the entire block within which that house 
stands, appears to be located within Thomas Sabin’s land, part of Aplin Farm, which is 
bounded by Horse Pasture Lane on the west, Herrenden’s Lane on the north, and land 
of Nathan Miller, also part of Aplin Farm, on the east (as far east as West Lane).   
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1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Pages A4, A5, B4 and B5 show the future 
site of this block and of 163 Rochambeau Avenue within a large, unplatted and 
undeveloped lot bounded by North Street on the north, Camp Street on the west, and 
other lands abutting Woodbine Street (now Hart Street) and the East Turnpike (now 
Hope Street) on the south and east, respectively. The owner’s name is not legible on 
the Archives’ copy of this map.  No buildings are seen in this lot.  
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Wards 1, 2, 3), 
Plate H shows North Street (now Rochambeau); Ivy Street only extends as far north as 
Woodbine Street (now Hart Street), one block south of today’s Dana Street, which did 
not exist at this time.  The future site of 163 Rochambeau Avenue lies within a large, 
unplatted and undeveloped lot owned by John Wilson Smith, bounded by North Street 
on the north, Camp Street on the west, and other lands abutting Woodbine Street and 
the East Turnpike (now Hope Street) on the south and east, respectively.  There are 
three buildings – apparently one house and two outbuildings – shown within this lot, 
none of which are on the site of 163 Rochambeau.  
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 10, shows the same 
conditions as in 1875: a large lot on the south side of North Street and east side of 
Camp Street, owned by John Wilson Smith, with the same boundaries and the same 
three buildings as seen on the earlier map. 
   
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 1 (pages 12 and 13) 
shows the block bounded by Rochambeau Avenue, Ivy Street, and Dana Street, 
containing one large lot measuring 77,115 sq.ft.  One house and two outbuildings are 
shown in this block (none of them on the site of 163 Rochambeau). The owner’s name 
is not indicated. in the middle of the block. Water and sewer lines are present on 
Rochambeau, and a streetcar line on North Main Street (one block west of this one).  
Hope Street is called East Avenue on this map.  
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 6 shows the block bounded by Rochambeau Avenue, 
Ivy Street, and Dana Street, containing one large lot numbered 302 and measuring 
77,115 sq.ft.  
 
1903:  “A Plat of Rochambeau Heights,” by Frank R. Waterman, dated July 1903, 
recorded in Plat Book 28, Page 7 and copied on Plat Card 885.  Shows the triangular 
block bounded by Rochambeau Avenue, Ivy Street and Dana Street, plus some lots on 
the east side of Ivy as far south as Woodbine Street (now Hart Street).  On the south 
side of Rochambeau Avenue, the 3rd lot west of Ivy Street is numbered 8, containing 
5,299 square feet of land, measuring 50 feet on Rochambeau Avenue, 99.06 feet on the 
east, 51.48 feet on the south, and 112.11 feet on the west. (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 11 shows the 
triangular block bounded by Rochambeau Avenue, Ivy Street and Dana Street.  On the 
south side of Rochambeau Avenue, the 3rd lot west of Ivy Street is vacant, with 5,299 
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sq.ft., owned by R. Edwards.  Only a few houses stand in this block, all at the western 
apex of the triangle. Water and sewer lines are present on Rochambeau, and streetcar 
lines on both North Main and Hope Streets (one block west and two blocks east of this 
one). 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 24 shows the 
triangular block bounded by Rochambeau Avenue, Ivy Street and Dana Street.  On the 
south side of Rochambeau Avenue, the 3rd lot west of Ivy Street is vacant, with 5,299 
sq.ft., owned by R. Edwards.  Most of the block is built out by now – there are only 3 
vacant lots left. Water and sewer lines surround the entire block, and streetcar lines 
remain on both North Main and Hope Streets.  The map refers to the Rochambeau 
Heights Plat (no plat card number).  
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 24 shows the 
triangular block bounded by Rochambeau Avenue, Ivy Street and Dana Street.  On the 
south side of Rochambeau Avenue, the 3rd lot west of Ivy Street contains the house and 
garage at 163 Rochambeau on 5,299 sq.ft. of land, owned by J. Meyer.  Almost the 
entire block is built out by now – there is only 1 vacant lot (on Dana). Water and sewer 
lines surround the entire block, and streetcar lines remain on both North Main and Hope 
Streets.  The map refers to the Rochambeau Heights Plat, plat card 885.  
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 24 shows the 
triangular block bounded by Rochambeau Avenue, Ivy Street and Dana Street.  On the 
south side of Rochambeau Avenue, the 3rd lot west of Ivy Street contains the house and 
garage at 163 Rochambeau on 5,299 sq.ft. of land, owned by A.P. Roffee et ux.  The 
entire block is built out. Water and sewer lines are not shown (but were in place on 
earlier maps); streetcar lines remain on both North Main and Hope Streets.  The map 
refers to the Rochambeau Heights Plat, plat card 885.  
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 463/Page 274:  An agreement dated August 31, 1903, by and between 
Daniel McGillicuddy and William Williams of Providence, parties of the first part, and 
George F. and Rose T. Edwards, parties of the second part. McGillicuddy and Williams 
agreed to sell to the Edwardses, Lot #8 on the Rochambeau Heights Plat of 1903 
(recorded in Plat Book 28, Page 7), for $1,000, with $100 down and regular installment 
payments of $2 per week.  [Numerous provisions as to how payments were to be 
made.]  Deed restrictions on the final sale would include: any new building on the lot 
would be required to be set back at least 12 feet from the street line, and any new 
dwelling house would have to cost a minimum of $1,200. 
 
Deed Book 463/Page 276:  On April 11, 1904, William Williams of Providence sold to 
Manuel Deio of Providence, for $10, one undivided half part of 4 tracts of land, being a 
portion of the real estate coming to the R.I. Hospital Trust Co. and the Providence 
Public Library as Residuary Legatees under the will of John Wilson Smith by deed from 
the surviving executors and trustees (DB 411/Page 549).  The first of said tracts was 
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bounded by Rochambeau Avenue, Dana Street, and Ivy Street, excluding one lot 
previously conveyed to William Thorp by deed dated April 17, 1903 (DB 455/Page 282).  
The four tracts, containing 122,441 sq.ft., included the Rochambeau Heights Plat of 
1903 and the Hope Terrace Plat of 1903.  [See also DB 463, Pages 152 and 155 for 
transfer of the other half of these 4 tracts of land to Manuel Deio.] 
 
Deed Book 478/Page 386:  An agreement dated June 7, 1906, by and between Manuel 
J. Deio, party of the first part, and George T. Edwards and wife Rose Edwards, parties 
of the second part, all of Providence. This agreement ratified the Edwardses’ original 
contract with McGillicuddy and Williams, later amended with Deio as the seller, to buy 
Lot #8 in the Rochambeau Heights Plat.  It noted that the Edwardses had paid $290 
plus interest on the purchase price to date, and agreed that once the balance due was 
less than $500, Deio would formally execute the deed of sale. 
 
Deed Book 488/Page 142:  On April 15, 1907, Manuel J. Deio of Providence sold to 
George T. Edwards and Rose Edwards a lot of land with improvements on the south 
side of Rochambeau Avenue, being Lot #8 in the Rochambeau Heights Plat of 1903 
(recorded in Plat Book 28, Page 7).  Being the same premises conveyed to the grantor 
by three deeds recorded in DB 463/Pages 152, 155, and 276.  
 
Deed Book 645/Page 231:  On July 6, 1923, George T. Edwards and wife Rose 
Edwards of East Providence sold to Jeanette Meyer, for $10, a lot of land with buildings 
and improvements thereon, being Lot #8 in the Rochambeau Heights Plat of 1903 
(recorded in Plat Book 28, Page 7, copied on Plat Card 885).  The lot bounded north on 
Rochambeau 50 feet; east 99.86 feet; south 51.48 feet; and west 112.11 feet.  [These 
dimensions correspond to those of the current lot.  Note that although this deed refers to 
buildings, tax records indicate no buildings on this lot until 1924. It is possible that the 
house was under construction in 1923.]  
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
No records were found for 163 Rochambeau Avenue, 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were 
published in a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total 
assessment for any real and personal property (without specifying where real estate 
was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized 
by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
 
1923  Rose Edwards, wife of George T. Edwards, of 65 Burgess Avenue, East 
  Providence, owned Plat 6, Lot 231.  The property was valued at $1,220 for  
  land and $0 for buildings. 
 
1924  Jeanette Meyer of 163 Rochambeau Avenue owned Plat 6, Lot 231.  The 
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  Property was valued at $1,220 for land and $5,700 for buildings.  [This  
  confirms construction of the house.] 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Note: In both directories, the designation (h) means head of household; (b) indicates a 
boarder. 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house 
directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894 and again since 
1937. 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the city directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901).  These directories list all residential buildings by 
street address, indicating the names of all residents and often their occupations as well. 
No distinction is made between owners and tenants. House directories also contain a 
street directory.  This directory is sometimes a year behind the city directory. 
 
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
PLAT 6, LOT 231 – ROCHAMBEAU AVENUE 
 
John W. Smith Estate owned the property as of August 1, 1854.  (The card notes that 
 this lot was dropped and merged with Lot 233.) 
Daniel McGillicuddy and William Williams owned the property as of January 2, 1904. 
Manuel J. Deio owned the property as of May 2, 1904. 
George T. Edwards and wife Rose Edwards owned the property as of May 1, 1907. 
Rose Edwards owned the property as of December 2, 1907. 
Jeanette Meyer owned the property as of November 1, 1923. 
Lewis Realty owned the property as of March 1933. 
A. Preston Roffee Jr. and wife Marion B. Roffee owned the property as of October 1933. 
A. Preston Roffee Jr. owned the property as of December 1962. 
A. Preston Roffee Jr. and Marjorie M. Mulroy owned the property as of December 5,  
 1986.  (Refers to Deed Book 1488/Page 187.) 
Peter E. Verecchia owned the property as of December 1, 1988. (Ref DB 1932/159.) 
Peter E. Verecchia and Susan Winarski owned the property as of March 12, 1990. 
 (Ref DB 2202/270.) 
Peter E. Verecchia and Susan Verecchia owned the property as of April 5, 1994.  
 (Ref DB 2931/143.) 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
July 2006 
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